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These traps are designed to capture the tar-
get animal by the foot and hold it alive until the
trapper arrives to remove it. It is critical to under-
stand that these traps are designed to capture
animals with minimal or no injury, and your dog
is NOT in a life threatening situation if captured
in one. A dog can usually be released from a
foothold trap with nothing more than a little
soreness and perhaps a slight temporary limp.

You must remain calm and read your dog’s
temperament in order to safely release it. In
most cases, you are at greater risk of getting
bitten and harmed by your dog than your dog
is of being harmed by the trap. Therefore, it
is important to let the dog calm down for a
minute prior to taking action. When the dog is
calm enough to safely approach, grab it
securely by the collar, jaws, or base of the
head so it can’t bite at you, place one foot on
either trap lever, and depress the levers to
release the dog. Recognize that stepping on

the trap levers may hurt the dog
momentarily, so firmly control the head
when you do this. Do not reach down
and attempt to release the trap with
your hands, potentially putting your
hands, arms, and face at risk of bite,
unless you are accompanied by some-
one who is controlling the dog’s head. If
assisted, this is best accomplished by
attaching a leash to the dog and
stretching its head away from the
trapped foot.

HOW TO RELEASE A DOG FROM A LAND TRAP

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
• When securing permission to hunt on private land, always ask the landowner if anyone

is trapping on the property. 
• Take a minute to handle and familiarize yourself with modern traps when the opportu-

nity arises (i.e. furharvester booth at outdoor show, etc.)
• Do not tamper with lawfully set traps or captured wild animals. The law that protects

hunters from harassment also protects trappers from these acts. 
• If your dog is captured in a trap on an area open to public hunting, report the incident

to the wildlife area manager or to the Emporia Research Office at (620) 342-0658. 

Regulated trapping occurs in the fall and winter, and is an important component of
furbearer management in Kansas. Tens of thousands of predatory furbearers and coyotes
are harvested by trappers annually. It’s difficult to measure the cumulative impact of this
removal on upland birds and small game, but it’s undoubtedly very beneficial. Trapping is
regulated in much the same way as hunting, and trappers who were born after July 1, 1966
must have passed a furharvester education course, where they are taught how to trap
responsibly and ethically. Most traps in use today have passed international humaneness
standards for injury, effectiveness, and safety, and are designed to either live-restrain with-
out injury or quickly kill the captured animal.

Modern snares are constructed of steel
cable and a passively functioning, one-way
lock that tightens only as an animal pulls
against it. They can be set to live-restrain or to
kill, depending on the size of the cable, the
type of lock, and whether the animal can tan-
gle around trees or brush. The animal’s reac-
tion to the snare is also important. Most dogs
that have been tied out or broke to a lead will
quickly stop pulling and sit down. In this situa-
tion or if the dog is in a live-restrain snare, the
dog owner will usually have plenty of time to
release the dog. Conversely, if the dog pulls
against a kill snare aggressively or hits it at a
full run, even if broken to lead, a quick
response may be necessary in order to save
the dog. 

To release your dog from a snare, first
restrain your dog or detach the snare’s anchor
in order to relax the cable, then follow the cable
to your dog’s neck. This is where the lock will
be located. By grabbing the lock with one hand
and the cable just above the lock with the
other, you should be able to work the cable
back through the lock, thereby enlarging the
loop and releasing the dog. Or if the lock is
hinged, you may need to grab the upper por-
tion of the lock with one hand and compress
the hinge with the other in order to release the
cable. Pliers may be helpful for grabbing the
lock, but it will probably take cable cutters or
lineman’s pliers to cut the cable. Regardless, if
the loop has really tightened around the dog’s
neck, which it will be if the dog is in immediate
danger, it will be very difficult to maneuver pli-
ers between the cable and the dog’s neck, and
time is best spent working the cable back
through the lock.

1. Compress the levers with your feet. This
will open the trap and release your dog.

1. Example of snare and
typical locks you may
encounter on snares.

SNARE SETS
Snares are usually set in trails and hard to detect so that an animal walking down the
trail will put its head though the loop.

FOOTHOLD TRAP SETS
Foothold traps are usually covered with
dirt and can be hard to detect, but bones,
small holes or hanging or unusually
placed feathers or fur may be an indicator.

2. Rotate lock and feed
cable back through lock.

FOOTHOLD TRAPS

CABLE SNARES
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The areas listed here have special restrictions in addition to KDWPT regulations on depart-
ment lands and waters. This can mean restrictions on seasons, equipment, species, bag lim-
its, special permits, or other conditions that are in addition to statewide restrictions. For more
information, contact individual offices listed here or on Page 3.

Brochures and complete public lands regulations are available by phoning (620) 672-5911,
downloading from the KDWPT website, or ordering from the website at www.kdwpt.state.ks.us.

Camping is allowed in designated areas only.
Dogs must be confined to leash, vehicle, trailer, or cabin except in areas open to hunting dur-

ing legal season, authorized field trials, or non-commercial training. Horses are confined to
roads, parking lots, and designated trails.

Hunting and trapping, field trials, and dog training may be further restricted or prohibited on
certain KDWPT properties. Competitive events require special permits.

Brzon WA
Phone: (785) 753-4971.
Location: 4 mi. W, 7 N of Belleville.
Acres: 320.
Camping: No
Boating: NA
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other: Area open to hunting by special hunt
permit Oct. 1-March 1. Area open to hunting
without special permit March 2- Sept. 30.
Novice/Mentor only dove hunting Sept. 1-15.

Cedar Bluff WA
Phone: (785) 726-3212.
Location: 13 mi. S of Ogallah.
Acres: 9,825 land, 4,000 water.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: Youth/Mentor areas
Shotgun and Archery only.
Other: Special Hunts available for select areas.
Refuges: Various portions have different dates
when in effect; visit website for details.
Several roads are closed seasonally as posted;
visit website for details.

Francis Wach WA
Phone: (785) 425-6775.
Location: 11 mi. N, 3 E of Agra.
Acres: 800 acres.
Camping: No.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.

Glen Elder WA
Phone: (785) 545-3345.
Location: Near Cawker City, Downs, and
Glen Elder.
Acres: 12,500 land, 12,500 water.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other: Special hunts available in selected
areas. Refuges: Various portions have different
dates in effect; visit website for details.
Mentor/Novice access only: Walnut Creek Area
all species all seasons. Free daily hunt permit
required, available at kiosks and parking areas.
Handicapped hunting access area by permit;
phone (785) 545-3345. Shooting range open
daylight hours, 1 mile S of Downs. 

Gove Public Domain Lands
Phone: (785) 726-3212.
Location: 23 mi. S, 1 W of Quinter.
Acres: 160.
Camping: No.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other: 

Griswold WA
Phone: (785) 753-4971.
Location: 1 1/2 mi. S and 5 mi. W and 1/2 S of
Haddam.
Acres: 320.
Camping: No.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other: Refuge open by permit only Oct. 1- March 1

Jamestown WA
Phone: (785) 439-6243
Location: 1 1/2 mi. N of Jamestown.
Acres: 4,729.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas only.
Boating: Yes, motorized boats prohibited in
Marsh Creek Wetland.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot for all
shotgun hunting.
Other: Daily hunt permits required, free at
selected parking areas and information kiosks.
Novice/ Mentor areas: Puddler and Ringneck
Marshes. Special hunts in selected areas.
Refuge open by permit only, Oct.1-March 1.

Jewell SFL
Phone: (785) 545-3345.
Location: 3 mi. W, 6 mi. of Mankato.
Acres: 108 land, 57 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other:

Logan WA
Phone: (785) 726-3212.
Location: 9 mi. S of Winona.
Acres: 271 land, 75 (dry lake).
Camping: No.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other:

Kansas Wildlife, Parks and Tourism
Management Regions

REGION 3

REGION 2REGION 1

REGION 4
REGION 5

PUBLIC LANDS AND THEIR USE VEHICLES

REGION 1

Vehicles must stay on state-maintained
roadways. Off-road vehicle use on public
land is allowed only in designated areas.

DEFINITIONS
NOVICE/YOUTH: A novice/youth hunter is
anyone 16 or younger (15 or younger to hunt
waterfowl), or persons who have not pos-
sessed an annual hunting license or permit
in the past three years.

MENTOR: A mentor must be a licensed adult
18 or older (18 or older if hunting waterfowl)
and supervise a minimum of one novice.

CLOSED TO ALL HUNTING: Properties so
described could be open to special hunts.

REFUGE: Portions of properties may be
designated as refuges during specific peri-
ods of the year or year-round. Access and
activity restrictions are for refuge manage-
ment and special hunts.

RES: Reservoir

SFL: State fishing lake

WA: Wildlife area

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge

NA: Not applicable, Not available
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Lovewell WA
Phone: (785) 753-4971.
Location: 5 mi. E, 9 N of Mankato.
Acres: 2,215 land, 3,000 water.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun and
archery area only below the dam.
Other: Daily hunt permits required, free at
selected parking areas and information kiosks.
Handicapped hunting access area by permit;
phone (785) 753-4971. Refuge portions open
by access permit at different times; visit web-
site for details. Special hunts available.

Norton WA
Phone: (785) 877-2953.
Location: 4 mi. W, 1 S of Norton.
Acres: 7,956.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Special hunts in selected areas.
Handicapped hunting access area by permit;
phone (785) 877-2953. Refuge access by per-
mit only Nov. 1 - Jan. 31

Ottawa SFL
Phone: (785) 658-2465.
Location: 25 mi. NE of Salina.
Acres: 617 land, 111 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun and
archery hunting only.
Other: Special hunts in selected areas.
Portions of refuge may be open by special
access permit; visit website for details. Cabin
reservations; phone (785) 628-8614.

Rooks SFL
Phone: (785) 425-6775.
Location: 1 1/2 mi. S, 2 W of Stockton.
Acres: 313 acres.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: No alcoholic beverages allowed. Refuge
closed to hunting year-round.

Saline SFL
Phone: (785) 658-2465.
Location: 1/2 mi. NW of Salina.
Acres: 39 land, 39 water..
Camping: No
Boating: Yes, fishing
Equipment Restrictions: No Hunting
Other: Closed to vehicles sunset to sunrise.
Closed to all access except by special hunt per-
mit Oct. 1- March 3. Special hunt only (waterfowl).

Sheridan SFL
Phone: (785) 877-2953.
Location: 12 mi. E and 3/4 mi. S of Hoxie.
Acres: 335.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun and
archery hunting only.
Other: Portions closed to hunting year-round.

Sheridan WA
Phone: (785) 425-6775.
Location: 3 mi. E, 4 N of Quinter.
Acres: 458.
Camping: No.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun/ Archery Only
Other:

Sherman SFL
Phone: (785) 726-3212.
Location: 10 mi. S, 2 W of Goodland.
Acres: 1,550 land, 200 (dry lake).
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Smoky Hill WA
Phone: (785) 658-2465.
Location: 9 mi. E and 3 mi. S of Ellsworth.
Acres: 4,179 land, 886 water.
Camping: No.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Special hunts in selected areas. Refuge
open by special access permit only Oct. 1-Jan. 31

South Fork WA
Phone: (785) 877-2953.
Location: 12 1/2 mi. NE of St. Francis.
Acres: 1,000.
Camping: No.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.

St. Francis WA
Phone: (785) 877-2953.
Location: 2 mi. S, 2 1/2 W of St. Francis.
Acres: 480.
Camping: No.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.

Vogel WA
Phone: (785) 425-6775.
Location: 8 mi. W, 1 mi. S of Phillipsburg.
Acres: 200.
Camping: No.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.

Webster WA
Phone: (785) 425-6775.
Location: 9 mi. W of Stockton.
Acres: 9,709.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other: Handicapped hunting access area by
permit; phone (785) 425-6775. Refuge open by
special access permit only Nov. 1- Jan. 31.

Wilson WA
Phone: (785) 483-5615.
Location: 7 mi. N of Bunker Hill.
Acres: 8,069 land, 9,000 water.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Handicapped access area by permit;
phone (785) 483-5615. Special hunts in select-
ed area. Refuges open by special access per-
mit only Nov.1- Jan. 31.

Atchison SFL
Phone: (913) 367-7811.
Location: 3 mi. N, 2 W, 1/2 N of Atchison.
Acres: 139 land, 66 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Alcohol prohibited. Cabin available for
reservation; phone (785) 273-6740.

Benedictine Bottoms WA
Phone: (913) 367-7811.
Location: 2 mi. NE of Atchison.
Acres: 2,109.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes, limited.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only.
Other: Alcohol prohibited. Refuge closed to all
activities year round. Hunting by special permit
Oct. 1-March 31; application deadline July 15.
Parking area use restricted to daylight hours
except by permit.

Bolton WA
Phone: (785) 539-9999.
Location: 2 mi. N, 1 1/2 W of Paxico.
Acres: 640.
Camping: N0.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Brown SFL
Phone: (913) 367-7811.
Location: 8 mi. E, 1/2 S of Hiawatha.
Acres: 124 land, 60 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Hunting allowed Thursday, Saturday,
and Sunday Sept.10-March 31.

Clinton WA
Phone: (785) 887-6882.
Location: 8 mi. SW of Lawrence.
Acres: 9,200.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Refuge closed to all activities Oct. 1-
Jan15. Handicapped hunting access area by per-
mit, (785) 887-6882. Daily hunt permit required for
waterfowl, available at marsh parking areas. 

Douglas SFL
Phone: (785) 845-2665.
Location: 1 mile N, 3 E of Baldwin.
Acres: 538 land, 180 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions:  Shotgun and
archery deer hunting only. No centerfire rifles.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

REGION 2
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Elwood WA
Phone: (913) 367-7811.
Location: Hwy. 36 exit 238 S of Elwood.
Acres: 1,090.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: No.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun, archery
and muzzleloader hunting only.
Other: Alcohol prohibited. Daily permit required,
available at parking areas. Upland bird hunting
Tuesday, Thursday, and Sundays only.

Geary SFL
Phone: (785) 461-5402.
Location: 8 1/2 mi. S, 1 W of Junction City.
Acres: 185.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Hillsdale WA
Phone: (913) 783-4507.
Location: 6 mi. N of Paola.
Acres: 8,380.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Handicapped hunting access area by
permit; phone (913) 783-4507. Refuge closed
to all activities Oct. 1- Jan. 15.

Jeffrey Energy Center/Hanzlick WA
Phone: (785) 539-9999.
Location: 5 mi. N, 3 W of St. Marys.
Acres: 750 land, 10,461 3 lakes.
Camping: No.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun, archery,
and muzzleloader hunting only Area #2
Other: Alcohol prohibited. Refuge closed to all
activities year round on Area 3. Daily hunt per-
mit required for Area 2, available at guard
house.

Kansas River WA
Phone: (785) 273-6740.
Location: 1 mi. N of 10th & Urish in Topeka.
Acres: 120
Camping: No
Boating: None
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun and
archery hunting only. No firearms deer hunting.
Other: A daily Hunt Permit is required for the
area. Some hunts by special permit.

Leavenworth SFL
Phone: (913) 845-2665.
Location: 3 mi. N, 2 W of Tonganoxie.
Acres: 341 land, 160 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions:  Shotgun and
archery deer hunting only. No centerfire rifles.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

Louisburg-Middle Creek SFL
Phone: (913) 783-4507.
Location: 7 mi. S of Louisburg.
Acres: 320 land, 281 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun, archery,
and muzzleloader hunting only.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

Miami SFL
Phone: (913) 783-4507.
Location: 3 1/2 mi. W of Hwy. 69 on 359th St.
and 4 mi. S on Somerset Rd.
Acres: 149 land, 118 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

Milford WA
Phone: (785) 461-5402.
Location: 5 mi. NW of Junction City.
Acres: 19,000.
Camping:  No.
Boating: Yes, motorized boats prohibited except
Mall Creek and Peterson Bottoms areas.
Equipment Restrictions: NA
Other: Handicapped hunting access area by
permit; phone (785) 461-5402. Daily hunt per-
mit required for waterfowl on Milford wetlands
complex, free at most parking lots and informa-
tion kiosks. Youth/Mentor area: West Broughton
area, all species all seasons. Steve Lloyd
Refuge closed to all activities year-round.

Nebo SFL 
Phone: (913) 367-7811.
Location: 8 mi. E, 1 S, 1/2 W of Holton.
Acres: 75 acres.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other:

Nemaha WA
Phone: (785) 363-7316.
Location: 1 mile E, 4 S of Seneca.
Acres: 710 acres.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Perry WA
Phone: (785) 945-6615.
Location: 1 1/2 mi. N, 1 W of Valley Falls.
Acres: 10,600 acres.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes, motorized boats prohibited in all
marshes except East & West pools of Kyle Marsh.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Refuge closed to all activities Oct. 1- Jan.
15. Handicapped hunting access area by permit.
Designated youth/mentor/handicapped area.

Pottawatomie SFL No. 1
Phone: (785) 539-9999.
Location: 4 1/2 mi. N of Westmoreland.
Acres: 166 land, 75 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only. No-
wake speeds only.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

Pottawatomie SFL No. 2
Phone: (785) 539-9999.
Location: 2 mi. E of Manhattan on Hwy. 24, 1
1/2 mi. N on Green Valley Rd., 1 mi. W on
Junietta Rd., 1/2 mi. N on State Lake Rd.
Acres: 172 land, 75 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only. No
wake speeds only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Alcohol prohibited. Youth hunts by spe-
cial permit. Closed to all other hunting.

Rutlader WA
Phone: (913) 783-4507.
Location: 7 mi. S of Louisburg.
Acres: 108.
Camping: No.
Boating: No.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun, archery,
and muzzleloader hunting only.
Other:

Shawnee SFL
Phone: (913) 845-2665.
Location: 7 1/2 mi. N of Silver Lake.
Acres: 473 land, 135 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun and
archery deer hunting only. No centerfire rifles.
Other: Alcohol prohibited. Open to shotgun
hunting Dec. 1-Jan. 31. Shooting range open
on specific dates; check KDWPT website.

Tuttle Creek WA
Phone: (785) 363-7316.
Location: N of Hwy. 16 along Blue River to
Blue Rapids.
Acres: 12,200.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other: Handicapped hunting access area by
permit; phone (785) 363-7316.

Washington SFL
Phone: (785) 461-5402.
Location: 7 mi. N, 3 W of Washington.
Acres: 442.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other:
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Barber SFL
Phone: (620) 672-5911, ext. 0779.
Location: 1/4 mi. N of Medicine Lodge.
Acres: 80.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other:

Cheyenne Bottoms WA
Phone: (620) 793-3066.
Location: 5 mi. N, 2 E of Great Bend.
Acres: 13,280.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, Boats with out-of-water pro-
pellers prohibited. Motorized boats permitted
only during the waterfowl season. All boats pro-
hibited April 15-Aug. 15.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
for all shotguns.
Other: Daily hunt permit required, free at most
parking areas and information kiosk.
Youth/mentor only area: Mitigation Marsh, all
seasons. Handicapped accessible hunting blind
available by reservation at (620) 793-3066.
Shooting from dikes and levees prohibited.
Refuge pools closed to all activities; Pools 5 and
1C maybe open for special seasons. Habitat con-
ditions may create some additional restrictions.
Trapping permit required, available at area office.

Clark SFL
Phone: (620) 369-2384.
Location: 8 1/2 mi. S, 1 W of Kingsdown.
Acres: 900 land, 300 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Concannon WA
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 15 mi. NE of Garden City.
Acres: 800.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Cottonwood Flats WA
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 1 mi. S, 1/2 mi. E of Coolidge.
Acres: 80.
Camping: No.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Finney SFL
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 8 mi. N, 3 W of Kalvesta.
Acres: 863.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Lake is dry.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Goodman WA
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 5 mi. S, 2 1/2 E of Ness City.
Acres: 265.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Greeley Co. WA
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 11 mi. N, 5 E of Tribune.
Acres: 900.
Camping: No.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Closed to public access Feb.1-Aug 31.
No shooting zone posted around buildings.

Hain SFL
Phone: (620) 672-0779.
Location: 5 mi. W of Spearville.
Acres: 53.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Lake is dry.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Vehicles restricted to parking areas dur-
ing waterfowl season.

Hamilton WA
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 3 mi. N, 3 W of Syracuse.
Acres: 666.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Herron Playa
Phone: (620) 227-8609.
Location: 1 mi. S, 1/2 W, 3 S of Spearville.
Acres: 700.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas
Boating: Yes, carry-in only.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Closed to all activity Feb.1-Aug 31.
Open to hunting migratory bird and big game
one-half hour before sunrise to noon Sept. 1-
Nov. 22. Closed to upland bird hunting until
Nov.23. Hunting open all day for all species
Nov. 23-Jan. 31. 

Hodgeman SFL
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 4 mi. E, 2 S of Jetmore.
Acres: 254.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Lake is dry.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Handicapped-accessible hunting area.

Isabel WA
Phone: (620) 672-0779.
Location: 1 mile E, 2 N of Isabel.
Acres: 440.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, carry-in only.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Daily hunt permits required, free at
parking areas

Lane WA
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 3 mi. E, 6 1/2 N of Dighton.
Acres: 42.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Meade SFL & WA
Phone: (620) 369-2384
Location: 8 mi. S, 5 W of Meade
Acres: 420
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only
Equipment Restrictions: None
Other: Handicapped-accessible hunting area.
Refuge closed to hunting year-round.

Pratt Sandhills WA
Phone: (620) 672-0779.
Location: 5 mi. W, 6 N of Cullison.
Acres: 5,715.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Handicapped access area by permit.

Sandsage Bison Range & WA
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 1/2 mile S of Garden City.
Acres: 3,700.
Camping: No.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: North Pasture
restricted to shotguns and archery hunting only
Other: Pastures with bison are closed to public
access; check with office or information kiosk
for pastures open to public hunting. No shoot-
ing zone around corrals and buildings.

Scott SFL & WA
Phone: (620) 276-8886.
Location: 15 mi. N of Scott City.
Acres: 160.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.

Stein Playa
Phone: (620) 227-8609.
Location: 2 1/2 mi. W, 1/2 mi. S of Spearville.
Acres: 115.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, carry-in only.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Closed to all activity Feb.1-Aug. 31.
Open to migratory bird and big game hunting
one-half hour before sunrise to noon Sept. 1-
Nov. 22. Closed to upland bird hunting until Nov.
23. Open to hunting all day Nov. 23-Jan. 31.

Texas Lake WA
Phone: (620) 672-0779.
Location: 4 mi. W, 1 N of Cullison.
Acres: 1,200.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, carry-in only.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Daily hunt permit required, free at park-
ing areas.

REGION 3
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Wild Turkey Playa
Phone: (620) 227-8609.
Location: 4 mi. S of Howell.
Acres: 160.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, carry-in only.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Closed to all activity Feb. 1-Aug. 31.
Open to migratory bird and big game hunting
one-half hour before sunrise to noon Sept 1.-
Nov. 22. Closed to upland bird hunting until Nov.
23. Open to hunting all day Nov. 23-Jan. 31.

Binger WA
Phone: (620) 241-7669.
Location: 1 mile NW of Raymond.
Acres: 160
Camping: No
Boating: None
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Butler SFL
Phone: (620) 876-5730.
Location: 3 miles W, 1 N of Latham.
Acres: 320
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

Chase SFL
Phone: (620) 767-5900.
Location: 1 1/2 mi. W of Cottonwood Falls.
Acres: 469
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

Cheney WA
Phone: (620) 459-6922.
Location: 7 mi. E of Pretty Prairie.
Acres: 5,249
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Alcohol prohibited at the shooting
range. Shooting range hours and days are
posted at the area. Refuge closed to all activi-
ties Nov. 1-March 1.

Council Grove WA
Phone: (620) 767-5900.
Location: 5 mi. NW of Council Grove.
Acres: 2,638
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes
Equipment Restrictions: None
Other:

Cowley SFL & WA
Phone: (620) 876-5730.
Location: 16 mi. E of Arkansas City.
Acres: 197.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

El Dorado WA
Phone: (620) 767-5900.
Location: 2 mi. E, 1 N of El Dorado.
Acres: 4,258
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Swimming (jumping) prohibited in
Walnut River at NE Chelsea road bridge.

Ferris WA
Phone: (620) 241-7669.
Location: 1/2 mile W of Windom.
Acres: 160
Camping: No.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Kaw WA
Phone: (620) 876-5730.
Location: 1 mile SE of Arkansas City.
Acres: 4,341
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes
Equipment Restrictions: None.

Kingman SFL & Byron Walker WA
Phone: (620) 532-3242.
Location: 7 mi. W of Kingman.
Acres: 4,285.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Alcohol prohibited at the state fishing
lake. Alcohol prohibited at the archery range;
shooting hours posted. Portions of the SFL are
closed to hunting year-round. Cabin reserva-
tions, phone (316) 683-8069.

Marion WA
Phone: (620) 732-3946.
Location: 2 mi. S, 2 E of Durham.
Acres: 4,628.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Refuge closed to all activity Oct. 1-
March 1.

McPherson SFL
Phone: (620) 628-4592.
Location: 6 mi. N, 2 W of Canton.
Acres: 260.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: Archery deer/turkey
hunting only.
Other:Alcohol prohibited. For cabin reserva-
tions, phone (316) 683-8069.

McPherson Wetlands WA
Phone: (620) 241-7669.
Location: Scattered tracts between Conway
and Inman.
Acres: 4,550.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes, carry-in only.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Daily hunt permits required, free at
parking areas and information kiosk. Portions
of the area closed to hunting year-round. Area
has hunt units in the Low Plains Zone; know
which zone you are hunting.

Sand Hills State Park
Phone: (316) 542-3664.
Location: 3 mi. NE of Hutchinson.
Acres: 800.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Hunting only by special permit only.
Deer hunting by permit.

Slate Creek WA
Phone: (620) 876-5730.
Location: 6 mi. S, 1 1/2 W of Oxford.
Acres: 827.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes, carry-in only.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Daily hunt permits required, free at
parking areas and information kiosk.

Berentz/Dick WA
Phone: (620) 331-6820.
Location: 2 mi. W, 2 S, & 10 1/2 W of
Independence.
Acres: 1,360.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun and
archery hunting only.
Other: Daily use permit required for all activi-
ties, free at parking area. Hunting allowed on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday only.

Big Hill WA
Phone: (620) 331-6820.
Location: 8 mi. W, 4 mi. S of Parsons.
Acres: 1,320.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Bourbon SFL
Phone: (620) 449-2539.
Location: 4 1/2 mi. E of Elsmore.
Acres: 107 land, 103 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Copan WA
Phone: (620) 331-6820.
Location: 1/2 mi. W of Caney.
Acres: 2,360.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, carry-in only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Dove Flats WA
Phone: (620) 331-6820.
Location: 2 1/2 mi. E, 1 N of Elk City.
Acres: 206.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

REGION 4
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Duck Creek WA
Phone: (620) 331-6820.
Location: 1 1/2 mi. E, 3 1/3 N of Elk City.
Acres: 246.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Elk City WA
Phone: (620) 331-6820.
Location: 3 mi. W of Independence.
Acres: 8,730 land, 3,510 water.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes, motorized boats prohibited in
Wideon and Simmons marshes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Refuge closed to all activity Nov. 1-
March 1.

Fall River WA
Phone: (620) 583-6783.
Location: 10 mi. SE of Eureka.
Acres: 7,005 land, 2,450 water.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Refuges closed to all activity year-
round.

Grand Osage WA
Phone: (620) 231-3173.
Location: 2 mi. SE of Parsons.
Acres: 3,000 acres.
Camping: No.
Boating: No.
Other: Access requires admission through an
Army installation and permitted through
KDWPT special permits only.

Harmon WA
Phone: (620) 231-3173.
Location: 1 mile N, 1mi E of Chetopa.
Acres: 102 acres.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Hollister WA
Phone: (620) 449-2539.
Location: 6 mi. W, 2 S of Fort Scott.
Acres: 2,432 acres.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: None.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Shooting range available; hours posted
at the area

La Cygne WA
Phone: (913) 352-8941.
Location: 5 mi. E of La Cygne.
Acres: 2,000 land, 2,600 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: Centerfire rifles pro-
hibited.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

Lyon SFL
Phone: (620) 699-3372.
Location: 5 mi. W, 1 N of Reading.
Acres: 442 land, 140 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Alcohol prohibited.

Marais des Cygnes WA
Phone: (913) 352-8941.
Location: 5 mi. N of Pleasanton.
Acres: 6,474 land, 1,636 wetland.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, Motorized boats restricted.
Check local regulations. No wake.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Free daily waterfowl permits required,
available at office. Access permits required for
archery deer hunting. Shooting from levees and
dikes prohibited. Refuges closed year-round to
all activities.

Melvern WA
Phone: (620) 699-3372.
Location: 4 mi. N of Lebo.
Acres: 10,100 land, 6,930 water.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other: Refuge closed to all activity Oct. 1-Jan.
15. Youth/Mentor: designated area for all sea-
sons, all species.

Mined Land WA
Phone: (620) 231-3173.
Location: Scattered tracts throughout
Crawford, Cherokee, and Labette counties.
Acres: 14,500.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: Archery only in Unit 1.
Other: Alcohol prohibited in Unit 1. Waterfowl
closed in Unit 21. Refuges closed to all activities
include, Unit 1 bison exhibit, and portions of
Units 28 and 29. Refuges closed to hunting
include portions of Units 21 and 23. For cabin
reservation, phone (620) 431-0380.

Neosho WA
Phone: (620) 449-2539.
Location: 1 mile E of St. Paul.
Acres: 1,498 land, 1,748 wetland.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Daily hunt permit required for all water-
fowl hunters, available at check station.
Shooting from levees and dikes prohibited.
South Unit closed to waterfowl hunting after 1
p.m. Refuge closed to all activity Sept. 1-March
31. Youth/Mentor: Pool 8 for waterfowl on holi-
days, Saturday, and Sunday. Pool 8 open to
public on weekdays.

Osage SFL 
Phone: (620) 699-3372.
Location: 3 mi. S of Carbondale.
Acres: 366 land, 140 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun and
archery hunting only.
Other:

Otter Creek WA
Phone: (620) 637-2748.
Location: 4 mi. W, 2 N of Burlington.
Acres: 1,472.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot for all
shotguns. Shotgun, archery, and muzzleloader
hunting only.
Other:

Shoal Creek WA
Phone: (620) 231-3173.
Location: 1/2 mi. S of Galena.
Acres: 32.
Camping: No.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun and
archery hunting only.
Other: Off-road vehicle and horse use prohibited.
Alcohol prohibited.

Spring River WA
Phone: (620) 231-3173.
Location: 3 mi. E, 1/4 N of Crestline.
Acres: 424.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Toronto WA
Phone: (620) 583-6783.
Location: 3 mi. NW of Toronto.
Acres: 4,766 land, 2,800 water.
Camping: No.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:

Wilson SFL
Phone: (620) 637-2748.
Location: 1 mile S of Buffalo.
Acres: 90.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: Shotgun/Archery Only.
Other:

Woodson SFL
Phone: (620) 637-2748.
Location: 5 mi. E of Toronto.
Acres: 2,885 land, 430 water.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: Yes, fishing and hunting only.
Equipment Restrictions: None.
Other:
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Cimarron National Grasslands
Phone: (620) 697-4621.
Location: N of Elkhart.
Acres: 108,000.
Camping: Yes, in designated areas.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.

Flint Hills NWR
Phone: (620) 392-5553.
Location: 5 mi. N of Hartford.
Acres: 18,500.
Camping: NA.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only,
centerfire rifles and handguns prohibited.
Other: No furbearer or coyote hunting or trap-
ping. Other regulations may be in effect.

Hulah WA
Phone: (918) 349-2281.
Location: Scattered tracts E and W of Elgin.
(Most of area in Oklahoma.)
Acres: 844.
Camping: NA.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other:

Kanopolis Reservoir
Phone: (785) 546-2294.
Location: 7 mi. W, 3 mi. N of Marquette.
Acres: 13,000 acres (11,580 open Oct. 1-Jan. 20).
Camping: NA.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other:

Kirwin NWR
Phone: (785) 543-6673.
Location: 5 mi. S, 5 mi. E of Phillipsburg.
Acres: 5,700.
Camping: NA.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: Deer hunting
restricted to archery only. Non-toxic shot only
Other: Other regulations may be in effect.

Marais des Cygnes NWR
Phone: (913) 352-8956.
Location: Scattered units 29 mi. N of Ft. Scott.
Acres: 7,400.
Camping: NA.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only
Other: Access permit required for archery deer
hunting.

Pomona Reservoir
Phone: (785) 453-2202.
Location: 20 mi. W of Ottawa.
Acres: 4,500.
Camping: NA.
Boating: Yes.
Equipment Restrictions: NA.
Other:

Quivira NWR
Phone: (620) 486-2393.
Location: 13 mi. NE of Stafford.
Acres: 8,000.
Camping: NA.
Boating: NA.
Equipment Restrictions: Non-toxic shot only.
Other: No deer, turkey, or furbearer hunting.

FEDERAL AREAS

AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES
Aquatic nuisance species (ANS) are non-
native species that threaten the ecological sta-
bility and economic viability of the water
resources of Kansas. Once ANS are intro-
duced, their control is very difficult if not impos-
sible. There are several major pathways
through which ANS are introduced, but most
are the result of human activities, both inten-
tional and unintentional. To prevent the spread
of nuisance species, follow these steps. 

• CLEAN – Inspect and remove any plants,
animals, and mud from your recreational
equipment including boat, trailer, anchor,
duck decoys, waders. 

• DRAIN – Drain all lake water from equip-
ment. ANS such as zebra mussels can be
unknowingly transported with lake water. 

• DRY – Dry your equipment for a minimum
of 5 days. If you need to use it before 5 days
is expired, wash with 140-degree water, a
10-percent chlorine and water solution, or a
hot saltwater solution.

Contact the Emporia Research Office at
(620) 342-0658 or your local KDWPT office if
you find any aquatic nuisance species.

ANS may also be reported through
Operation Game Thief — 1-800-426-3843
or online at www.ksogt.com. Report any
willdlife crime or pollution here.

ANS pose a serious threat to Kansas waters.
If you find one of these species, do not
release it back into the water. Contact the
Emporia Research Office at (620) 342-0658
or your local KDWPT office if you find any
aquatic nuisance species. For more informa-
tion about ANS, go to the KDWPT website,
www.kdwpt.state.ks.us, and type ANS in the
search box.

SPECIES CONCERN
• Certain ANS species pose unique concerns to
waterfowl hunters. Wet waders, decoys, dogs, and
boating equipment can contribute to the spread of
the following species.

• ZEBRA MUSSELS can reach high densities,
causing problems to water intakes, docks, and boat
motors. They have sharp shells that can cut the
unprotected skin of humans or pets. 

• NEW ZEALAND MUD SNAILS disrupt the food chain by consuming
algae and competing with native bottom-dwelling invertebrates. A popu-
lation crash of invertebrates can follow the introduction of NZMS, which
reduces forage. 

• LOOSESTRIFE restricts native wetland plant species, including some
federally endangered orchids, and reduces habitat for waterfowl. 

• EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL forms a dense canopy that hinders recre-
ational activities.

IT IS AGAINST BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL LAW
TO RELEASE ANY EXOTIC SPECIES 

IN KANSAS WATERS.

KEEP THE WATER 
SAFE AND CLEAN FOR THE FUTURE

Report dumping, pollution 
to the EPA at 1-800-223-0425

Zebra Mussels
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WALK-IN ACCESS PROGRAMS

Landowners:
Earn extra dollars from your
farm/ranch with the Walk-In
Hunting Access (WIHA) program.
KDWPT leases CRP, standing cover
crop, milo stubble, field borders, and
river/creek habitat. Spring turkey
hunting leases are also sought!

WIHA Application
I am interested in enrolling my property in the
WIHA program. Send me more information.

Name: _________________________________

Address: _______________________________

City: __________________________________

Day Phone: _____________________________

Evening Phone: _________________________

Property is located in: ____________________
(County)

Send to: 
KDWPT
512 SE 25th Ave.
Pratt, KS 67124
Attn: Jake George

Highlights of the program:
• KDWPT pays you to allow hunting access on your land.
• KDWPT posts signs to inform hunters of property boundaries.
• KDWPT Natural Resource Officers patrol the land.
• Walk-in access only. No vehicles are allowed.
• State law limits normal liability.
• A published atlas shows all properties enrolled.

Landowners:
Similar to WIHA, the FISH pro-
gram leases ponds and streams for
fishing access. Earn extra dollars
from your farm or ranch by
enrolling your fishing waters in
this program.

FISH Application
I am interested in enrolling my property in the
FISH program. Send me more information.

Name: _________________________________

Address: _______________________________

City: __________________________________

Day Phone: _____________________________

Evening Phone: _________________________

Property is located in: ____________________
(County)

Send to: 
KDWPT
512 SE 25th Ave.
Pratt, KS 67124
Attn: Tom Lang

Highlights of the program:
• KDWPT pays you to allow fishing access on your land.
• KDWPT posts signs to inform anglers of property boundaries.
• KDWPT Natural Resource Officers patrol the land.
• Walk-in access only. No vehicles are allowed.
• State law limits normal liability.
• A published atlas shows all properties enrolled.

Walk-In Hunting Access (WIHA) provides opportunities for landowners and sportsmen alike. Landowners who participate in the program ben-
efit financially through short-term, seasonal leasing of property to the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism (KDWPT). Hunters gain
access to more than one million acres of land. 

These areas operate much like any public wildlife area, except the properties remain in private ownership and use is restricted to hunting only
as defined in the agreement. Established hunting seasons and regulations apply on all WIHA tracts. Also, the types of activities allowed on WIHA
land are controlled by the landowner through contract with KDWPT. Trapping is not a part of the WIHA program.

Participating landowners receive payments that vary according to number of acres enrolled and the length of the lease. Leases can run from
September-January or November-January for fall hunting seasons, or April-May for spring turkey season. No access is allowed outside those
dates. The department posts signs on the property and patrols the area.

Almost anyone who owns or leases at least 80 contiguous acres of land with good wildlife habitat can qualify, including resident landowners,
absentee landowners, tenant farmers, estate managers, trust managers, and others who manage private land.

Hunters using these areas may not cross boundaries onto neighboring property. Parking is limited; roads and driveways must not be blocked.
Do not leave trash behind, and do not enter WIHA lands outside of posted dates.

An annual Kansas Hunting Atlas is available from KDWPT offices and license vendors. The atlas may also be viewed and printed at the
KDWPT website — kdwpt.state.ks.us.
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Levels of Contribution

Individual $ 35
Supporting $ 75
Donor $ 125
Benefactor $ 250
Sponsor $ 500
Patron/
    Corporate $ 1,000

Return to:
KANSAS WILDSCAPE

P.O. Box 4029
Lawrence, KS 66046

Name ______________________________

Address ___________________________

City _______________________________

State _______________  Zip  __________

Phone _____________________________

Join us... and get a
FREE subscription to

Kansas Wildlife & Parks magazine.

Developing Outdoor Opportunities

Kansas WILDSCAPE is for people who love 
the outdoors. All donations to WILDSCAPE 
stay in Kansas to benefit Kansans. We're 
working to enhance wildlife habitats, to support 
youth education, to develop public outdoor 
recreation facilities, to support research and 
restoration of wildlife populations... and more. 
Your tax-deductable donations are the key to 
enhancing outdoor recreation opportunities in 
Kansas. For more information, call (785) 
843-9453. Join us today!

Special hunts offer high-quality hunting opportuni-
ties. The majority of hunts are on public areas tradi-
tionally closed to hunting. While providing excellent
opportunities to introduce new hunters to the sport,
special hunts have also proven popular with current
hunters. Special hunts are not designed to provide a
guaranteed limit but appeal to hunters wanting a qual-
ity experience afield. Persons with impaired abilities
also find this program offers a chance to participate in
hunting. (See "Crossbow and Vehicle Permits" for
those who qualify for disability permits.) Some hunts
require youth or novice hunter participation. 

If Special Hunts interest you, view Special Hunts
from our website at kdwpt.state.ks.us under “Hunting”
or call (620) 672-5911 for assistance. Make sure you understand the type of hunt being offered
before making online application. There are no application fees, but purchase of appropriate
licenses, permits, tags, and stamps are required.

Apply online at www.kdwpt.state.ks.us. If no Internet access is available, application can be
made over the phone by calling (620) 672-5911. Ask for Special Hunts.  For questions on spe-
cific hunts, contact the local area office where the hunt is offered. 

There will be two application deadlines and two draws for Special Hunts: Draw 1 for hunts in
September and October and Draw 2 for hunts in November, December, and January. The appli-
cation deadline for Draw 1 is August 15, and the deadline for Draw 2 is Sept. 30. Application
for Draw 2 will not be available until August 15. Applicants successful in a draw will receive
more information prior to the hunt.

A number of other special hunts, not managed by the Special Hunts program, are listed
online. In addition to these special hunts, youth/disabled seasons offer unique hunting oppor-
tunities for qualifying hunters.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

SPECIAL HUNTS

Persons certified by a physician as having
a permanent disability may be eligible for
special permits allowing them to hunt from a
parked vehicle or to hunt big game with a
crossbow or draw-locking device during the
archery deer season. For more information
on these permits, contact a KDWPT office.
Migratory game birds cannot be hunted from
a vehicle (except a boat not under way),
even with a disability permit.

Anyone with a permanent physical disabil-
ity that prevents him or her from hunting
safely may apply for a Disability Assistance
Permit. The permit allows a designated,
licensed person to assist in the harvest of
game while accompanying the permit holder.
(This privilege also applies to fishing.) For
more information or applications, contact the
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks &
Tourism, Law Enforcement Division, 512 SE
25th Ave., Pratt, KS 67124, (620) 672-5911.

Kansas Hunters Feeding the Hungry
(KSHFH) provides venison to needy families.
Hunters can donate deer to participating
processors at no cost to the hunter. Donations
from churches, clubs, businesses, and indi-
viduals cover the costs of processing, pack-
aging, and freezing the meat. Donations may
be sent to Kansas Hunters Feeding the
Hungry, 17811 Donahoo Road, Tonganoxie,
KS 66086-5309.

KSHFH is co-sponsored by the Resource
Conservation and Development Councils of
Kansas and KDWPT. For more information,
visit the organization’s website,
www.kshfh.org, phone (913) 485-9622,
email tonyd@kshfh.org, or write to the above
address.

Game given to another person must be
accompanied by the donor's written name,
address, permit, or transaction number, and
signature, as well as the date of donation.

DISABILITY
ASSISTANCE PERMITS

CROSSBOW & VEHICLE
PERMITS

KANSAS HUNTERS
FEEDING THE HUNGRY

APPLICATION
DEADLINES

DRAW 1 
Sept. and Oct. Hunts

July 15 - Aug. 14, 2011

DRAW 2 
Nov., Dec., and Jan.

Sept. 1 - Sept. 30, 2011
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If you were fortunate enough to have been introduced to hunting at an early age, you know the magic. It rests
in your memories forever, and it drives a basic desire to experience the outdoors each fall. Hunting is a valued
natural heritage – one that must be passed on from one generation to the next. But hunter numbers are decreas-
ing, and younger generations are in danger of missing these treasured experiences. And fewer hunters reduces
the financial, social and political support needed for effective wildlife management.

“Pass It On” is a program designed to reverse the declining trend in hunter numbers. While the program is
made up of many different subprograms, such as shooting opportunities, hunting access, special hunts, and edu-
cation and awareness, its most valuable component is you. It takes a hunter to make a hunter, and it is critical
that youth learn important life lessons in the outdoors from experienced hunters.

You can become involved by simply taking a youngster hunting this fall. There are new opportunities this year
to make those first hunts rewarding, quality experiences. Anyone born on or after July 1, 1957, must success-
fully complete an approved course in hunter education before hunting in Kansas EXCEPT THAT anyone 15
years old and younger may hunt without hunter education certification provided they are under direct supervi-
sion of an adult 18 or older. There is no minimum age to apply for and receive big game or turkey permits. 

Youth Waterfowl Season: In each of the duck zones, two days will be set aside for youth waterfowl hunting
(ducks and geese). Hunters 15 and younger may hunt under the supervision of an adult 18 or older. See Page 27
for season dates. The adult may NOT hunt.

Youth/Disabled Deer Season: September 10-18 is a season for youth 16 or younger or anyone who has a dis-
ability hunting permit to hunt deer. Resident youth 16 years old and all nonresident youth must have a hunt-
ing license unless exempt by law, as well as a valid deer permit, and youth must be accompanied by an adult 18
or older. All resident and nonresident permits are valid in this season, and all permit, unit, and equipment
restrictions apply, including hunter orange clothing. The adult may NOT hunt.

Youth Pheasant and Quail Season: Nov. 5-6 is a weekend for youth to hunt pheasants and quail. Youth 16 and
younger may hunt under the supervision of an adult 18 or older. The supervising adult may NOT hunt. Daily
bag limits are half the regular season limits.

Youth Spring Turkey Season: The spring of 2012  will offer an April 1-10 spring turkey season for youth 16
and younger accompanied by an adult 18 or older.

Other special hunt opportunities will also be available. Contact your nearest Kansas Wildlife, Parks and
Tourism office or local sportsmen’s group such as chapters of Quail Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, Ducks
Unlimited and National Wild Turkey Federation. Outdoor Mentors is also sponsoring youth/mentor events in
cooperation with local sportsmen’s groups. Contact Mike Christensen, (316) 290-8883. For more information
on “Pass It On,” contact Mike Miller, (620) 672-5911.

Remember the excitement of your
first pheasant season opener – the
camaraderie of family and friends?
Or perhaps you can still smell the
marsh as you followed your father
into the predawn twilight on duck
season opening day years ago.
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HUNTERS: AN ECONOMIC FORCE
By any measure, American hunters are

among the most prominent and influential of
all conservation demographic groups.
Hunters throughout the U. S. spend about
$23 billion annually on hunting-related expen-
ditures such as hunting gear, fuel, and lodg-
ing. More than 500,000 American jobs are
supported by hunters’ purchases.

In Kansas, hunters spend more than $245
million annually on hunting-related purchas-
es. Those purchases generate about 5,400
jobs in the Sunflower State, producing more
than $113 million in salaries and wages
which, in turn, generates $18.8 million in
state sales, gasoline, and income taxes, as
well as $11.6 million in federal income taxes.

On average, each hunter spends $1,896
per year on goods and services associated
with his or her hunting. These expenditures
then “ripple” through the economy, generat-
ing three times more impact as hunters’ pur-
chases enable earnings and expenditures
by other segments of the population. When
a sporting goods store pays employees to
sell hunting gear, those employees use that
money to buy food, clothes, housing, and
other goods and services. Rural economies
benefit substantially because they’re situat-
ed where most hunting occurs. In short,
each purchase made by a hunter sets off a
chain reaction of broad-based economic
benefits.

• The average hunter spends $113
per day for goods and services
when hunting.

• The total time spent afield by
Kansas hunters annually is about
3.6 million hunter/days, led by
upland game hunting (1.85 million
days) and deer hunting (1.3 million
days).

• Kansas deer hunters spend $80
million annually in support of their
hunting activities.

• Kansas migratory bird hunters
spend about $30.5 million annually
in support of their hunting activities.

• Kansas upland bird hunters spend
about $121.3 million annually in sup-
port of their hunting activities.

• Nonresident hunters spend about
$67.6 million annually in Kansas.

• Nationally, about 12.5 million men
and women participate in hunting
annually.

In addition to their important role in the
American economy, hunters are responsible for
the most successful wildlife restoration program
in the world. Most Americans have no idea that
hunters and the manufacturers of sporting
firearms, working with state wildlife agencies,
lobbied for and successfully implemented the
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act in 1937,
also known as the Pittman-Robertson Act. In
the 1930s, when many wildlife species were
scarce, these farsighted individuals and organi-
zations convinced Congress to enact an excise
tax on sporting arms and ammunition.
Proceeds from the excise tax ever since have
been combined with hunting license fees to
underwrite the cost of on-the-ground conserva-
tion projects in every state. In addition, an excise
tax on archery equipment, established in 1972,
enabled the archery industry to contribute sig-
nificant funding for wildlife conservation and
hunter education. For federal fiscal year 2010,
Kansas received approximately $7.8 million in
federal aid revenues for wildlife and hunter edu-
cation programs.

Hunting is more than a positive economic
force, however. Like baseball and apple pie, hunt-
ing is an American tradition shared by young and
old, rich and poor, Democrat and Republican. It
includes men and women from every geograph-
ic and ethnic category. It is a strong influence on
American society, steeped in our nation’s her-
itage, and an important part of our economy and
our national character.

Your purchase of a hunting license is an invest-
ment in the future of Kansas wildlife. The Kansas
Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism uses your
license dollars and funds from the Federal Aid in
Wildlife Restoration Program (Pittman-Robertson) to
manage the diverse wildlife resources of Kansas.

The Pittman-Robertson program is financed by
hunters through federal excise taxes on sporting
equipment such as firearms and ammunition. With
these dollars, the department can continue to con-
serve and enhance Kansas' natural heritage, its
wildlife and its habitats – and ensure future genera-
tions the benefits of the state's diverse, living
resources.

This program receives Federal financial assis-
tance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Under

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, the U.S. Department of the
Interior and its bureaus prohibit discrimination on
the bases of race, color, national origin, age, dis-
ability or sex (in educational programs). If you
believe that you have been discriminated against in
any program, activity or facility, or if you desire fur-
ther information please write to:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office for
Diversity and Civil Rights Programs-External
Programs, 4040 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 130
Arlington, VA 22203.

Information in this summary compiled
from the “2006 National Survey of Fishing,

Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated
Recreation,” U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Anyone who has had hunting privileges revoked 

in a state belonging to the Wildlife Violator Compact 

cannot hunt in Kansas. The 2005 Kansas Legislature 

passed a bill giving KDWPT authority to join the Compact, 

to which 33 other states currently belong. 

WILDLIFE VIOLATORS MUST STAY HOME
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The National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) is the leading trade
association of the firearms and recreational shooting sports industry. The
NSSF manages a variety of programs designed to promote a better
understanding of and a more active participation in the shooting sports.
Phone – (203) 762-1320; website – www.nssf.org

The mission of Ducks Unlimited is to fulfill the annual life cycle needs
of North American waterfowl by protecting, enhancing, restoring and
managing important wetlands and associated uplands. Phone – 1-800-
45DUCKS or (901) 758-3825; website —www.ducks.org 

The Izaak Walton League of America is a diverse group dedicated to
protecting our nation's soil, air, woods, waters and wildlife. Member inter-
ests span the spectrum of outdoor recreation and conservation activities,
from angling and birding to stream monitoring, wildlife photography and
hunting. Phone – (651) 64 9-1446; website – www.iwla.org

Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever are dedicated to the protection
and enhancement of pheasant, quail, and other wildlife populations
through management benefiting landowners and wildlife alike. County
chapters retain 100 percent of net funds raised at the chapter level for
local habitat projects. Phone – (651) 773-2000; website –
http://www.pheasantsforever.org

Established in 1981 to battle the problem of dwindling quail and
wildlife habitat, Quail Unlimited is a national, non-profit conservation
organization dedicated to the wise management and conservation of
America's wild quail as a valuable and renewable resource. Phone –
(803) 637-573; website – www.qu.org

The National Wild Turkey Federation, headquartered in Edgefield,
S.C. is a national conservation and educational organization dedicated to
conserving wild turkeys and preserving hunting traditions. Phone – (803)
637-3106; website – www.nwtf.org

The mission of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) is to
ensure the future of elk, other wildlife and their habitat. RMEF is com-
mitted to conserving, restoring and enhancing natural habitats; and pro-
moting the sound management of wild, free-ranging elk. Phone – 1-800-
225-5355; website – www.rmef.org

With more than 2.3 million members who hunt, the NRA offers
hunters a wide range of programs addressing all aspects of hunting,
including youth hunter skills, advanced skills training, and the conserva-
tion of our natural and wildlife resources. The NRA also helps organiza-
tions set up shooting programs. Phone – (620) 343-6643; website –
www.nrahq.org.

The Kansas Bowhunters Association (KBA) stands for the wise use of
natural resources, the conservation of wild game and their habitats, and
ethical shot selection. Phone – (620) 873-5264; website –
www.bowsite.com/kba

Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation™ (QUWF), headquartered in
Buffalo, MO is a national non-profit wildlife conservation organization
formed to serve its members, chapters and the public by providing a
strong local source of habitat focus on quail and upland wildlife popula-
tion recovery.  Our grass roots chapters and volunteers provide the habi-
tat work that is “making a difference for wildlife, one acre at a time”™.
Phone (417) 345-5960; website-www.quwf.net

Kansas State Rifle Association (KSRA) is organized to promote the
shooting sports and firearms training/education in the state of Kansas,
the right to keep and bear arms, the preservation of the shooting sports
and their lawful pursuit, the conservation of natural resources, and the
maintenance of law and order. Phone – (316) 264-2727; website –
www.ksraweb.net

The Kansas Wildlife Federation works for sustained wise use, con-
servation, aesthetic appreciation, and restoration of Kansas wildlife and
other natural resources through education and other forums. They are a
state affiliate of the National Wildlife Federation. For National Wildlife
Federation, phone – 1-800-822-9919; website – www.nwf.org

Kansas Wildscape is a private, nonprofit foundation dedicated to rais-
ing funds and accepting other tax-deductible donations to benefit wildlife
and outdoor recreation in Kansas. The foundation works closely with the
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks to identify projects for funding.
Phone – (785) 843-9453

The Kansas Muzzleloaders Association seeks to preserve the spirit
and romance of the period of the mountain man, as well as the use of
traditional muzzleloading equipment in hunting. Website – www.e-
kma.org

The National Trapper's Association, Incorporated, is an organization
of dedicated individuals who have joined together to promote, protect,
and conserve furbearing species. For information on KFA, contact
Pauline Brecheisen, 24685 Lyon Rd., Chanute, KS 66720, (620) 432-
1770, email e-pauline@live.com. The Kansas Fur Harvesters
Association is the Kansas state affiliate, website
http://www.nationaltrappers.com .

The Physically Challenged Bowhunters of America was founded to
assist physically disabled persons through active participation in
bowhunting and archery sports. A major emphasis is placed on reach-
ing those who have never been exposed to bowhunting. Website –
www.pcba-inc.org; email – mkvought@westol.com; phone – (785)
637-5421.

Safari Club International promotes hunting and wildlife conserva-
tion worldwide by shaping policies and legislation that protect the free-
dom to hunt, providing a community for hunters worldwide where
expert information is exchanged, and promoting a positive image of
hunters.

The Audubon of Kansas mission is to promote enjoyment, understand-
ing, protection and restoration of natural ecosystems. AOK is dedicated
to enhancement of wildlife habitat, focuses on conservation of prairies
and prairie wildlife as a priority, and values partnerships with sports-
men/women, landowners and others. Phone - 785-537-4385; website -
www.audubonofkansas.org

CONSERVATION & SPORTING ORGANIZATIONS
Conservation organizations play a vital role in wildlife management and ensuring the future of hunting and the shooting sports.

They raise money, volunteer time, provide advice, and perhaps most important, inspire outdoor-loving people to become actively
involved in the future of the resources they cherish. The following is a list of a few of the organizations that are active in Kansas.

Do Something
WILD!

Check Your State Income Tax
Form For Nongame Wildlife

Conservation In Kansas




