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C
rawford State Park is locat-

ed 9 miles north of Girard

on Highway 7. The 150

acre lake was constructed by the

Civilian Conserva tion Corps on

the Drywood Creek in the early

1930’s. Shortly thereafter, a fish

hatchery was built below the dam.

In 1965, Crawford State Park was

established.

One of the most beautiful parks

in the state, Crawford is located on

the edge of the Ozarks. Redbud

trees offer spectacular beauty in

spring, plus multicolored foliage in

the fall. The area prov i d e s

unequaled opportunity for wildlife

and scenic adventures. There are

two recorded archaeological sites

identified within the boundaries of

Crawford State Park.

Special length and creel limits may be in effe ct fo r

some species. Check the Kansas Fishing Re g u l a ti o n s

S u m m a ry and all posted notices befo re fi s h i n g .

Channel catfish, crappie and striper fishing are excel-

lent ye a r - ro u n d .

The park consists of about 500 acres and has seve n

c a m p g rounds, two boat ramps, one swimming beach and

two bathhouses. A sand volleyball court and horse shoe

p i ts offer other re c re a tional opport u n i ties. There are 72

e l e ctrical hookups some with wa ter and 42 pri m i ti ve

camping sites. Pleasure boating and scuba diving is

a l l owed. Food, fuel and conve n i e nce items are prov i d e d

at the full service marina and re staurant located with i n

the park. Many special eve n ts are held th roughout th e

ye a r. Conta ct the Park office for additional info rm a ti o n .

F I S H I N G

T H I N G S T O R E M E M B E R

F A C I L I T I E S

Vehicles are permit ted on maintained roads only.

Special length and creel limits may be in effect for

some fish species.

Consult area information signs for additional rules

and regulations on the area.

General Area Map

E stablished with its current boundaries in 1867,

C r aw fo rd County was once a part of the Lo u i s i a n a

P u rchase. The county was named after fo rmer gove rn o r

of Kansas Samuel J. Craw fo rd. Chero kee, and part of

Bourbon counties encompassed over 60,000 acres in all,

and we re known as the Chero kee Neutral Lands. The

name was gi ven to this tr a ct because the land belonge d

to the Chero kee Nation of Indians, as payment for th e i r

G e o rgia pro p e rty that the U.S. Gove rnment stole fro m

th e m .

By 1860, many white families we re scatte red over th e

te rri t o ry. The Chero kees sent their wisest chiefs to

Washington to demand money, instead of new land. But

P resident James Buchanan found the tre a s u ry empty and

p romised to see that the lands we re va c a ted. Ac c o rd i n g ly,

in the fall of 1860, two companies of soldiers arri ved at

the south line of the Neutral Lands and drove the sett l e r s

n o rth to Drywood Cre e k .

The Civil War brought a halt to this acti v i ty and th e

C h e ro kee Neutral Lands we re abandoned, except for th i s

strip along the north end. A tre a ty was signed; the te rm s

of which called for the sale of the land at no less than one

dollar per acre, and the money to be paid to the Chero ke e

N a tion. All of the land was sold by the Se c re ta ry of th e

I n te rior to James F. Joy, Emigrant Company, who inte n d-

ed to sell the land to the settlers to pay for the building

of a railroad. The settlers we re ve ry upset when th e y

found out the land had been sold. They th re a tened to

b u rn the railro a d ’s building mate rials. The railroad called

for soldiers to pro te ct their pro p e rty and re m ove th e

s qu a tte r s .

The gove rnment had a milita ry outp o st on the branc h

of Drywood Creek at Craw fo rd Sta te Park. There are sti l l

re m n a n ts of the old outp o st on the site, which re ve a l s

m a ny two room cabins once stood th e re. (Our current nat-

u r a l i st program inte rp re ts this site, which is on an inte r-

p re ti ve trail between the sta te park and fish hatchery. )

The soldiers had an old caboose from the railroad th a t

they used. The outp o st also guarded “Spiderleg Bri d ge ”

that was made of long poles similar to telephone poles.
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