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C
edar B

lu
ff W

ildlife A
rea is

ow
ned 

by 
the 

B
u
reau

 
of

R
eclam

ation 
and 

is 
m

an-
aged by the K

ansas D
epartm

ent
of 

W
ildlife, 

P
arks 

and 
Tou

rism
(K

D
W

P
T
). T

he m
anagem

ent area
cu

rrently 
encom

passes 
approxi-

m
ately 13,800 acres —

 9,300-acres
of land su

rrou
nding a 4,500-acre

reservoir.
P

rim
ary funding for the w

ildlife
area operation com

es from
 hunt-

ing, fishing, and boating revenue
and from

 various license, perm
its,

registrations, 
and 

an 
11 

percent
federal excise tax on hunting and
fishing equipm

ent. There are no
K

ansas state general fund tax dol-
lars used for annual operation and
m

aintenance on the w
ildlife area.
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R
eservoir fluctuations often m

ake boat facility m
an-

agem
ent difficult. B

oat launching facilities are available
at reservoir elevations above 2,100. N

o-w
ake zones are

buoyed and enforced near boat ram
ps and other desig-

nated areas.
C

am
pers are encouraged to use the state park, w

here
m

odern and prim
itive cam

ping sites and rental cabins
are available year round. C

am
ping on the w

ildlife area
is prim

itive and lim
ited to four designated areas. The

w
ildlife area has no fees associated w

ith cam
ping.

A
 short interpretive prairie trail and a longer hike/bike

trail are available on the south side of the reservoir
w

ith the trailhead near the W
hitetail C

am
pground of

the state park.
M

otorized vehicles can only be operated on open,
m

aintained roadw
ays. A

T
V

s are not allow
ed.

Inform
ation centers are strategically located on the

area and provide general inform
ation. M

ore specific
inform

ation, 
law

s, 
and 

regulations 
can 

be 
obtained

from
 the area office.
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A
 variety of gam

e can be hunted at C
edar B

luff,
including pheasant, quail, w

aterfow
l, sm

all gam
e, deer,

and turkey. M
anagem

ent continually seeks strategies to
enhance hunting experiences and opportunities.

S
everal special draw

 hunts are offered at C
edar B

luff
for both youth and adults. S

pecial draw
 hunts provide

opportunities for hunters to enjoy a high-quality hunt-
ing experience. These hunts are not designed for a
guaranteed harvest but provide an opportunity to hunt
an undisturbed area w

ithout com
petition from

 other
hunters. A

pplications are available in June each year
for the upcom

ing season, and the application deadline
is July 15.

Today, deer populations are increasing. B
ucks com

-
prise m

ost of the harvest w
hile doe harvest rem

ains
quite low

. There are abundant opportunities for w
hite-

tail doe hunting on the area, and hunters are encour-
aged to harvest does.

The m
ajority of the deer that use the w

ildlife area
are w

hitetails, but a few
 m

ule deer m
igrate on and off

the area. S
pecial draw

 deer hunts are available for
archery, rifle, and m

uzzleloader.
The C

edar B
luff turkey population has rebounded

w
ith recent reintroductions and m

anagem
ent efforts.

Turkey populations on the W
estern S

m
oky H

ill R
iver

are still susceptible to population decreases; therefore,
hunting pressure and populations w

ill be m
onitored,

and 
C

edar 
B

lu
ff 

w
ill 

rem
ain 

w
ithin 

the 
lim

ited
M

anagem
ent U

nit 4. F
all turkey hunting is not allow

ed
on the area or in U

nit 4.

P
heasant and B

obw
hite quail populations annually

rate as fair to good but fluctuate w
ith habitat and

w
eather conditions. M

ost hunting occurs during the
first few

 w
eeks of the season. L

ate season hunts dur-
ing periods of snow

 and cold can be exceptional, w
ith

low
 hunting pressure. 

Trapping, running, and predator calling furbearers is
also allow

ed on the area. F
urbearers include badger,

raccoon, 
opossum

, 
striped 

skunk, 
coyote 

bobcat,
beaver, m

uskrat, m
ink, and w

easel. A
ll statew

ide regu-
lations apply.

P
ortions of the w

ildlife area are closed seasonally for
w

aterfow
l refuge and special hunting opportunities.

C
onsult the brochure m

ap or the area office for infor-
m

ation on areas closed seasonally to public access.
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A
pproxim

ately 1,000 acres has been designated for
youth and m

entor hunting on the C
edar B

luff W
ildlife

A
rea. Youth hunters m

ust be 16 years or younger and
m

ust be accom
panied by a licensed m

entor 18 years or
older. The m

entor m
ay hunt. O

nly one m
entor hunter

per hunting youth. 
N

early 800 acres in the N
orth C

ove 1 area is open to
youth/m

entor 
hunting 

during 
any 

season 
and 

200
acres east of the dam

 to shotgun or archery hunting
only.
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 m
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