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For m
any K

ansans, hunting and
fishing are their passions, but

w
hen disability strikes, 

the hunter or angler faces special
challenges in the outdoors. To

ensure that all individuals enjoy
high-quality opportunities, the

K
ansas D

epartm
ent of W

ildlife and
P

arks (K
D

W
P

) offers a variety of
alternatives to accom

m
odate the

needs of disabled citizens.

For m
ore inform

ation or assistance, contact one of
the K

D
W

P
 offices listed below

.
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R
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E
qual opportunity to participate in and benefit from

 program
s

described herein is available to all individuals w
ithout regard to

race, 
co

lo
r, 

n
atio

n
al 

o
rig

in
, 

sex, 
relig

io
n

, 
ag

e 
o

r 
d

isab
ility.

C
om

plaints 
of 

discrim
ination 

should 
be 

sent 
to 

O
ffice 

of 
the

S
ecretary, K

ansas D
epartm

ent of W
ildlife and P

arks, 1020 S
 K

ansas
A

ve. S
uite 200, Topeka, K

S
 66612-1327
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Keeping the
Spirit Alive

Options for disabled 
hunters and anglers

Few
 healthy people understand w

hat it is like
to have a physical disability. T

hey take for grant-
ed daily activities that often require extensive
planning and effort for the disabled. For som

e,
sim

ply getting dressed in the m
orning m

ay take
an hour or m

ore. Im
agine then, the difficulty

and frustration of disabled people w
ho love the

outdoors, w
ho yearn to hunt, fish, cam

p, or take
a sim

ple outing to their favorite lake, stream
, or

m
eadow

.
O

ver the years, the K
ansas D

epartm
ent of

W
ildlife and P

arks has provided m
ore opportu-

nities each year for the state’s disabled sports-
m

en and w
om

en. From
 the first handicapped-

accessible restroom
 in a state park to the cur-

rent 
disabled/youth 

deer 
season 

and 
special

hunts designed for the disabled, the departm
ent

offers a num
ber of options for the disabled to

enjoy the outdoors.
A

nd these opportunities are about m
ore than

hunting, fishing, and parks. T
hey help people

w
ith physical disabilities to build relationships

w
ith others, realize they are accepted by able-

bodied folks, and learn w
here they can do things

to stay active. U
ltim

ately, it’s about finding the
faith and courage to nurture one’s life.



O
ne 

of 
those 

opportunities
involves 

special 
perm

its. 
There 

are
three different perm

it categories for
disabled 

hunters, 
and 

one 
of 

these
applies to fisherm

en, as w
ell. These

free perm
its are designed to give dis-

abled persons the opportunity to hunt
or fish although they m

ust still pur-
chase hunting and fishing licenses and other perm

its
or stam

ps required, unless exem
pt by law

 (such as
being a resident 15 or younger or 65 or older).

O
ther opportunities include special facilities or

access to generally-restricted areas.

Hunt-From
-Vehicle Perm

it
This perm

it is available to anyone w
ho qualifies for

a handicap vehicle placard. Those w
ith severe visual

im
pairm

ents, w
ho cannot w

alk w
ithout an orthope-

dic device, w
ho m

ust use portable oxygen, or have a
class III or IV

 cardiac condition are eligible for this
perm

it. The disability can be a perm
anent or tem

po-
rary condition.

A
pplications are available by contacting a K

D
W

P
office listed in this brochure. The application m

ust be
com

pleted and signed by a licensed m
edical practition-

er. The perm
it is free and is issued through regional

offices. A
nyone w

ho has a handicapped identification
placard issued by the D

epartm
ent of M

otor Vehicles is
exem

pt 
from

 
this 

process. 
The 

perm
it 

or 
placard

allow
s the holder to hunt and shoot from

 a m
otorized

vehicle. C
ontact K

D
W

P
’s L

aw
 E

nforcem
ent D

ivision
at 620-672-5911 for m

ore inform
ation.

Crossbow Perm
it

A
 perm

it m
ay be obtained that allow

s archery big
gam

e perm
it holders to hunt w

ith a crossbow
 during

the regular archery seasons. The disability m
ust be

certified by a licensed m
edical practitioner. These

perm
its are available by m

ail, at regional offices, or
the P

ratt O
perations O

ffice. There is no fee. For
m

ore inform
ation, phone 620-672-5911 and ask for

L
aw

 E
nforcem

ent.

Disability Assistance Perm
it

A
 D

isability A
ssistance P

erm
it allow

s persons w
ho

are physically incapable of pulling the trigger or
reeling in a fish to designate another person to do
this for them

. The application is available through
the P

ratt O
perations O

ffice and also requires certifi-
cation by a licensed m

edical or optical practitioner.
There is no fee for the perm

it.
F
ishing and B

oating D
ocks

A
ll boating and fishing docks currently being built

in the state are designed to accom
m

odate disabled
boaters and fisherm

en. W
hile m

ost such docks are
designed 

for 
boaters, 

disabled 
anglers 

often 
use

them
. A

 few
 docks in the state are designed specifi-

cally to accom
m

odate the disabled angler.

W
aterfowl Hunting

A
lthough 

K
D

W
P

 
currently 

m
aintains

only one disability-accessible w
aterfow

l
blind in the state —

 at C
heyenne B

ottom
s

—
 special allow

ances are m
ade for dis-

abled 
w

aterfow
l 

hunters 
during 

special
hunts 

and 
in 

som
e 

areas. 
These 

can
include accom

m
odations such as allow

ing
disabled hunters to use a vehicle or area
not otherw

ise allow
ed.

Other Accom
m
odations

S
tate regulation allow

s a person to assist
a disabled hunter, w

ithout doing the actual
shooting. A

 disabled perm
it holder m

ay des-
ignate 

som
eone 

to 
assist 

in 
pursuing 

and
retrieving a big gam

e anim
al harvested by the

disabled hunter. There is no perm
it required

for persons providing such assistance to a dis-
abled big gam

e hunter, but the assisting individ-
ual m

ust possess a hunting license.
K

D
W

P
 is also w

orking to help disabled sports-
m

en 
and 

w
om

en 
th

rou
gh

 
a 

special
you

th/disabled 
deer 

hu
nting 

season 
in 

late
S

eptem
ber. D

uring the youth/disabled deer sea-
son, only youth 16 or younger and those w

ho
qualify 

for 
a 

D
isability 

A
ssistance 

P
erm

it 
m

ay
hunt.

A
 few

 special hunts for disabled persons are
occasionally held throughout the state at different
tim

es of the year, often through volunteer organ-
izations assisted by K

D
W

P
 staff. These events

help disabled hunters w
ith everything from

 get-
ting into the field to field dressing gam

e. C
heck

w
ith the nearest K

D
W

P
 office for inform

ation.
In addition to these program

s, K
D

W
P

 has a spe-
cially-built hydraulic lift deer blind donated to the
departm

ent by the P
aralyzed Veterans of A

m
erica.

The blind is available on a first-com
e, first served

basis to volunteer or conservation groups to use
w

hen conducting disabled hunts. This is a w
heel-

chair-accessible device that provides a com
fort-

able enclosure that can be elevated to 19 feet.

DISABILITY ASSISTANCE PERMIT

HUNT-FROM
-VEHICLE PERMIT

CROSSBOW
/LOCKING

DRAW
 PERMIT


