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M
arion Reservoir is located

in the Cottonwood River

Valley of central Kansas,

between Hillsboro and Marion.

The reservoir was constructed in

1968 by the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers as a f lood control

structure. The dam impounds

6,160 surface acres at conserva-

tion pool. The wildlife area, man-

aged by the Kansas Department

of Wildlife and Parks, consists of

4,300 acres of land at the upper

end of the reservoir.

Boat launching facilities are available at all of the Corps

of Engineers parks and public use areas (Cottonwood

Point, Hillsboro, French Creek, and Marion Coves). The

Department of Wildlife and Parks has a river access boat

launching site at the Broken Bridge area near the upper

end of the reservoir and a launching site in Durham Cove.

There is no marina on the reservoir, but bait and supplies

are available at several bait shops near the lake.

Marion Wildlife Area is managed primarily for hunting,

but most of the area is open year-round for activities such

as hiking and bird watching.

Approximately 3,800 acres are open for public use, as well

as another 100 acres managed by the Corps for public hunt-

ing. An additional 500-acre waterfowl refuge has also been

established. This refuge allows waterfowl to feed and roost

without disturbance. This helps keep migratory birds on the

area, providing more hunting and viewing opportunities.

The refuge is closed to all activities from Oct. 1 to Feb. 1

and is closed to hunting at all times. The refuge is clearly

marked with standard red and white “Stop—Refuge Area—

No Hunting” signs.

The public hunting portion of the area is marked with

“Public Hunting” signs around the boundary. Entrances are

also marked with “Wildlife Area” entrance signs.

FFAACC II LL II TT IIEESS

OOTTHHEERR  OOUUTTDDOOOORR  AACCTT II VV II TT II EESS

MORRIS

GEARY

SEDGWICK

HARVEY

BUTLER

CHASEMARION

McPHERSON

DICKINSON

SALINE

Mc Pherson

Salina

Abilene

Marion

Newton

Wichita

El Dorado

Cottonwood
Falls

Council
Grove

Junction
       City

35W

35W

235

35

70

70

4

4

4

18

15
42

61

53

96

15

96

57

57

15

43

177

149

150

177

140

254

196

296

104

81

56

81

77

56

50

50

77

54

40

56

77

Marion
Reservoir &

Wildllife Area

General Area Map

Marion Reservoir offers excellent fishing for walleye,

white bass, and channel catfish. Other species include crap-

pie, largemouth bass, bluegill, flathead catfish, bullhead cat-

fish, and several species of rough fish. Wipers have been

introduced but are not present in large numbers.

The lake averages about 14 feet in depth and is charac-

terized by a shallow sloping shoreline, open water, and rela-

tively little variation in basin bottom. Water clarity is usual-

ly adequate for good fishing. When water is being released

from the reservoir, good fishing occurs below the dam in the

outlet channel. For up-to-date fishing information contact

the local Department of Wildlife and Parks office.

Around March and April, walleye are caught along the

face of the dam. Most are taken on jigs or minnow-type

lures, often within a few feet of the shore.

The white bass spawning migration usually occurs in mid-

April. Fish are caught in the Cottonwood River and sandy

beaches upstream from the mouth of French Creek Cove.

Most good catches of crappie occur in the spring as the

fish move toward the shoreline to spawn. Crappie are usu-

ally associated with rocky or brushy shoreline.
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Vehicle access is limited to established maintained

roads. Parking areas are provided. OFF-ROAD VEHI-

CLE USE IS PROHIBITED.

Individuals using the wildlife area must take their

trash out with them. A NO TRASH POLICY is in effect

for this area, so trash barrels are not provided.

Special length and creel limits may be in effect for

some fish species. Check the Kansas Fishing

Regulations Summary and all posted notices before

fishing. Consult information signs posted on the area

for all regulations that apply on Marion Wildlife Area.

Marion Wildlife Area supports large populations of

pheasants, waterfowl, dove, and deer. Also popular at

Marion are quail, rabbit, and squirrel. During opening

weekends, the wildlife area receives intense hunting pres-

sure. Hunters, later in the season, often find good bird

populations and less competition from other hunters.

Waterfowl numbers tend to build during the fall, and

good mallard hunting is common in November and

December. Management of the refuge has been geared pri-

marily to attract and hold geese. As management practices

become established on the refuge, Marion should have

excellent goose hunting opportunities.

HHUUNNTT IINNGG



L E G E N D
Office Wildlife & Parks

Office COE

Public Use Area
    Hunting Allowed

Corps of Engineers Area

Refuge Area
    No Hunting

Paved Road

Gravel Road

Unimproved Road

Railroad

Town or City

Parking Area

Camping Area

Boat Ramp

Swimming Area

Picnic Shelter

Pit Toilet

Trailer Dump Station

Broken
Bridge

Handicapped
Fishing
Access

Durham
Cove

Suderman
Cove

Funk's
Cove

Spillway
Area

Hillsboro
Cove

N
or

th
C

an
ad

a 
R

d.
S

ou
th

C
an

ad
a 

R
d.

Brudertal
Area

Spring
Lake

French
Creek
Cove

Cottonwood
Point

Marion
Cove

DURHAM

HILLSBORO MARION

MARION
RESERVOIR & WILDLIFE AREA

French Cre
ek 

W
ud Creek 

Frick       

Sp
rin

g 
Cre

ek
 

A T & SF RR



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


